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SUaNG-HAT VORKERS' LIVING CONDITI:NS
R e o U S

Comnerative Progress

Living conditious of Shang-hai laborers in 1947, while not idesl,
Cos S ) show improvement over previous years, hages are 50 to 20 perceant abtove
e e toe prewar lsvel, whilo the workduy hus beer reduced Irom 10.6l hours to
N P 994, &nd welfar: projects have bees notubly expucded. Heusons for this
Amprovenessi are (II.S> the government's labor policy of (a) fostsriug labor
uzions, (b) bettering workers® living stundawus, (c) promotiiy, labor-
capital cocperation, and {d) restrictions ou toil (these iiems nave been
writte: fito the Constitution and implemertsd in Shang-hal); (2) Labor
leaders navo supplemcnted governmeant efrorts; (3) workers ihems:lves hLave
swakened. banded togetisr, and juined logltimate &dvantugesy (4) 1uteili-
gent capitalists count workairs' welfare projects .ot as a duty tut as an
asset in tieir busiioss.

Livine Couditious &5 Veagyred by wuge

5 #a5es in 1947 fell into three pericde: (1) Jauuary to tue midsle of
. Pebruury, i walch tne basic wuge was multiplied by tvice the copt-of-1living

E index; (2) February tnough April, in wnich wages were frosea at tue

Y5k hignest Juarary rate, with ruiioned sale of cloth, rice, and fuel to fuctory
» workers; arnd (3) tay to Dscember, with a modified costmof-living schedule,’
L AR . In a tire of rupidly spirulling inflatios, real WwLgos are nard te
PO e deduoe from actval amoints paid to t.e workers; it is better to use basic

' T wages for comperison, as in tue following tables:
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Comparison of Migioum and Maximum hages Between 1937 and 1946

June 1937 December 1946
Hax Wn

‘ Industry Hin

Thermos bottles 2 ' 70 9.5
Dtilities 13,5 100 30
Printing lo 100 24,25
Cigarettes 12 105 12
¥Yachice-naking ‘99 2
Can-saking 12 80 18
Silk-weaving 12 40 18
Rubbayp 40 ’ 30
Electric supplies 42 ‘ 2
Bartnermare : 45 10
Glass 80
Chemicils 27
Woolens 45
Handkerchiefs 16

€0

45
3€.45

38333

24
39.50
21,60
4
42
30
25
50

Alwost all industries show a lurge incresse ia wages from prewar figures,
some 4o even wore than fivefold. This %8 a progressive age and under
the KMT labor policy ths proletariat will of course organiso Vo gain their
logitimate benafits and escape from a mere auimal existence.

Wages in addition to tue fixed monthly minimum, include pay for sxtra
work, pay riees, otc.; under the Factory Law, wages must be paid as usual
for rest days «nd hclidays. Many factoriss work ss usual oa such days;
otherw do aigat work. Cousidérable diveraity existe as to payment in such
cases, but the Factory Law is carried out in ag overwielning majority
of plants, and affects moat workers. This is a gat improvement over
forwar days. }
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living Gonditions as Meusured by_¥ork Houps.
Humber of Workho: ras per Day and yorkdays per Month

(Arranged in order of tne number of hours worked psr day).

Industry Hours per Day ‘ Days per lonth

Paper-making 11.93 27.99
Oll-extracting 11,24 27.85
Flavor essancas 11,07 30.40
Rubber 10.90 21.70
Glass 10,66 30.,C0
Cotiton~weaving 10.49 26.48
Metal-workiiig 10.49 } 27.52
Knitting _ 10.42 28.17
S1lk-weaving 10.17 : 24,8
Wool-wegving 10,08 25.88
Cotton-gpinuing 10.06 25,81
’ C:lg&gttea 10,04 : 2W.40
Needls-making - 10.00 i 29.13
- Saieluele £ 7/ : 10.00 20,00
Bemp-working ) 10,00 ) 25.41
Bt-making 10.00 . 29,00
10.00 . 25.33
Belt-weaving 10,00 26,76
Thermos bottles 9.63 B
lead percile 9.50 : 31.00
Tiling 9.26 30.25
Faour 9.10 <25.78
Canied goods 9.08 31.00
Floxible tabing . 9,00 28.44
Underclothing 9.00 T 28.10
Can-making 8.91 2%.13
Matcher . , 8.85 o . 28.92
Macainery : 8.83 26,72
Drugcs v 8.77 26.52
Eloctric lixtures 8.50 .77
Priiting T 8.3 ' : 26.36
Coal gas 8434 26
Boat-tuilding : 8.2 30.89
Acids and soda . L 2.
Soap . 26.5%,
Leather 29
Water works S 26,47
Recli‘e owir o , 24,076
Elsciric cars - ) 28,93
Telephuie : <5

A8 geen from the above table, the average workay 18 9,94 hours, and
" while t.is 18 a long way bshind the mor: advanced nations, it is still
rine-tenths of an hour $0-5; mimtes) shorter than i the prewar and puppet
days, .

The ahove is made clearer by & cumpara“ive tsble covering a succession
of jears: R . )
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Industry ’ : Houres
' 1930 1936 194 1946

Machi nery 9.16 9.19 9.65 £.83
Boat-building 9.00 g.62 -— 8.14
Matches : 6.89 10.00 10.00 B.ES
T™ling 9.49 9.05 9.37 9.2
Cotton-spinning 11.50 11,50 11,50 10,06
Silk-weaviig 10,46 11,50 " 1l.2 10.17
Cotton-weavirg 11.32 11.15 11.14 10.49
Wool-weavirg 10.8 11.26 11.12 10.08
Underclothing . . 10.48 10,60 8.57 9.00
Stovking-kaitting 10.51 9.36 10,98 10,42
Flour 11.5 i1.50 11.35 9.10
0fl-extracting 11.50 9.77 11,38 11.2,
‘Tobacco b.69 9.80 8,20 1,04
Papesmaki g 11.23 10,37 10.78 11.93
Frinting 8.26 8.52 . 8.83 Bod3
Average - l.a o 10,57 10,84 9.94

. 4 sludy of 240 factories in 40 industries shows nignt work done in 101
faciories, or 42 percent, representing 19 industries. Persons employed
Ao nlght work aumber 29,041, or a little more tnan 31 percent of tlLe whole,

® vust mujorit; of these are i. the cottcn millas. Generally speakiug,

808 8re us mal; nignt periods us day; the average is 26 nights per
®onth. Tie longest cantinuous shifts are 12 hours in the melal, oil-

Xtracting, drug, aid papsr iidustries; tne shortest, 6 hours, 44 in 42laphons
work. The sverage sLift is 10 ncurs, . :

" The Factory Law provides for & nhalf-hour rest period every 35 hours,
-~ oot -such is not tne prastice. At present, al ost all tiw rest period,
"fdght or da; , is used for lunch. The bime allewed for lur~h and rest in the
240 factorica varies frow. 15 minutes to 2 houre, with 114 graunting a haif
hour ard 86 a whole hour. Twenty-seven plants, whLose work is lavgely staud-by,
make uu special provision for time, : .

As to rest dsys, 4 days a montn is tue <eneral practice. Some plants
8llow juot ons day, otters six. Whare tisre is little or no cessation of
labor, it is because (1) the work is conti:uous i nature, {(2) tne product
is much iu demand, (3) piecework rather than hourl, -work prevails. The
achedule of & rest days prevails almost exclusivaly in the foreigu-operated
ctilities, which have treasplacted their ustional custom of 1} dauys of
gt for every 5 days of work. . .

There is great diversity 4. observerce of annual tol.days, tue .umber
of wilsh varies from 5 to 20, Thoce most comnonly granted ure tue oues
aamed in tke iactory Law nrd/or by proclamatioq; traditihal Cestivals
<r3 sometimes adaed.

The National Factory Law holds up enlié.ut.enod ideals; foilure to reslize

thess idnals is .ot due to. tie rupacity of the owuers but to a fierce strug.
gle ia wnich our ovn sparse iidustrialiszatica can scarely compete,
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welfare Projects

While the goverament's policy is to promote the welfare of labor,
during 1947 there was such a strugile wita Communiste a.d Democrctic )
Leaguers for negemoay of lsbor that litile could be doue. There ware strikes, .
sabotage, parades, etc., mostly fomerited by tne Commuaists, Tpe authorities
ware kept too busy meetirg the turmoil over wa,e disputes to devote much time
to promoting projects for ‘workers® benefits., liokever, these officialg were
not lackin, 1iu interest, aud, despite obstacles, did accomplish something.,
Welfare work by mill owners and by the city admiuistration are describeg
separately lLelow: .

1. Food and Lodging. '

Factories which pay ths adjusted wage gcale do not include £20d;
but since werkers canaot &0 noms for luach, the plant furnisaes neals, t.e
cost of whicn is deducted at the end of tae month. This has bsea tna t€..eral
Practice since the end of tne wer. In some cases workers bring tieir ow,
Junch, whicn is warmed in the factory. Of the 240 faclories studied, about
trxo-thirds suprly mesls 3 in the remuiaing tuird, tne workers bring lunch,

Yore -than half of tue factories {montly smalier. ones) provide
accomm-deblons for sigle persons, However, thése dormitories leave muci-
to be desired in toth equirmgnt and managemsut, and sarditution is lurgel ;
licking. : ' .

2. Uxteusion of Glinical Service
Factory workers ars [requently in need of medicel care. . Altnovch
larger plants raves established clinics, tuere is a serious lack of
and dregs, and ‘the more gerious allments cunnot be truated witn proper skill
and cure, Hevertheless, cousiderable improvement hus boeen made during t..e
past jear, ) S

In June 1947 the Shanghai Vorkers!' welfare Ccuncil and tne Caine

eration combined to establisg a free clinic for workers or wort}:
Szecawsn Road. The clinde has one service venicle ad eight substations.
In the latter half of 1947, 27,745 persons received treatmant through this
agancy. : ‘

7y Laver Hesputul
Conetxjuctioﬁ of tuis 240-bed hospd tal was begun in the summer of
1947 and tie corpleted plant was to be dedicated on 1 May 1948, It is
located in the mill district on North Yangtzapoo Road,
4» Workers' Benefit Societies '
These are of two types. One ig city-wide, with membership inc}h;du- e
lag prominent citizens and labor leaders. Its aius are to Piovide medical
© ald, education, i gensrally. . The other
type i2 wolfare commitiees of the va
were 8lx in 1947, Thepe are aiso, 53 welfare clubs of irdividual unions
and 17 chher groups doing the same kind of work,
5. Food Ratioaing . ‘ .
In May 1947, wheq Wwages were unfrozen, rice began to soar in zost,
- 5.
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It was arranged tiat each laborer could buy 2 pecks of rice at 24,000
yuan., Although though rice weant up to 100,000 yuan a peck, the rat)on Frice
remained steady. This method stavilized conch tious for both owners ard workers.

6. Coopsratives

The attempt to organize -these in all thne factories was ungsuccessful.
This was due partly to lack of manaierial material and partly toc tre abseice
of urpercy, due to abundanl supply of goods. There ars now 43 geunvine labor
cooperatives, mostly of the consumer type. -
1]

Comparative Statistics of Uaions and rporkers i ohang-hri. 1947
{Figures are approx{mate) :

Industry o of Unions Nn of. Employess
. . Men +Women
Special ‘ -— 1,500 ‘ e e -
Utilities k5 I 12,000 215
Transportation . 29 . 83,000 : 120
Cotton toxtiles - 51 25,000 105,000
wool ‘tuxtiles : L5 © 1,B00 5,600
511k textiles 9 4,200 7,500
Knit goods 4 1,200 12,000
Dyeing textiles’ 30 7,700 pe 15,000
Jute textiles ) 1,500 : 4,300
Cigurettes C © 13,000 . - .. .2,000
Rubver i 2,400 : 5, 500
Leather . i 2,000 -
Machinery 8,500 -
Repairiag, Yuilding 18 46,000 : C em
Sanitation : £,9C0 : 360
Chemicela,pharmacy,drugs 3,400 w0 1,500
- Amusements 2,600 . 1,300
Objects d'axt, books, etc, ' 14,00C 1,300
. Paper-mnking : 2,400 ' 450
Shipbtuilding » 9,000 -
Clothing - 16,000 © 1,500
Household wares 12,000 -
Food 45 31,000 1,300 -
Fuel 11 ,:,,00 v 450
Ctlers 15 9,500 270

(T4s These figuras probabl; imdicate uaion members, uot occupauonal
workers at such)
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